


PROFILE OF A  VETERAN 

STUDENT

Transition to College  

Identity Development  

Help-Seeking  

Academic “Rustiness”  

Women Veterans

Maturity and Life Experience  

Peer Support

Physical Disabilities  

Financial Concerns  

Faculty and Staff Training  

Psychological Injury

Military Training and Transcripts





UNLV  

PROGRAMS

Veteran Orientation 

Priority Registration  

In-state Tuition

Peer-to-Peer Mentoring  

Veteran Legislative Initiatives

Concert for Heroes  

SERV Faculty Training

Rebel Vet Graduation Reception

Alumni Veteran Club  

Veteran Career Fair



Governor Sisolak 
Recognizes the UNLV MVSC

Nevada 
Veteran Supporter of the Month

February 2020



UNLV 
Military & Veteran Services Center



UNLV 
Military & Veteran Services Center

LTC Karen Wagner

• UNLV Graduate 1982

• UNLV Army ROTC DMG

• Medical Services Corp

• KIA – Pentagon 9-11 Attack 



Five Chapters

“Formal” Benefit Name

• Chapter 30
• Chapter 31
• Chapter 33

• Chapter 35
• Chapter 1606

“Common” Benefit Name

• Montgomery GI Bill®
• Veteran Readiness & Employment (VR&E)
• Post-9/11 GI Bill®/”Forever GI Bill®”

• Dependents’ Education Assistance
• Reserve GI Bill®

GI Bill® is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). More information about education 
benefits offered by VA is available at the official U.S. government website at https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill



PAVE: Why Peer Support?
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Numerous studies on the 
effectiveness of peer-to-peer 
approaches have demonstrated 
that peers “who have been there” 
can:

Be a credible source of support

Help others overcome 
transition challenges

Help foster stronger connections 
and sense of well-being



MVSC Campus Partners
UNLV Concert  of  Heroes

Recognition & Remembrance Events

Concert for “AMERICAN HEROES” -

French Government awarded 
three World War II D-Day 
veterans with French Legion 
of Honor

LT Dean Whitaker 
recognized

Certificate from UNLV

SVO veterans presented UNLV 
Coin and Cords

Fund Raising

1200 people attended the concert

All proceeds went to UNLV 
Foundation “Yellow Ribbon” 
program and raised $3,600



MVSC Campus Partners
REBEL Vet  Graduation 

Reception
13x REBEL VET Graduation 
Receptions honoring 3,886 
graduates

Cord & Coin for all Student 
Veteran Graduates

Recognition from
Governor’s Office
The Nevada Delegation
Ceremony with your 
family
Drawing for Prizes
Cake Ceremony

Next event –
May 16, 2026



Rebel  Vets  se lected to  attend SVA 
Leadership  Inst i tute  in  Washington D.C.

2019

Andrew Ho (USAF) – Rebel Vet President

Rayshawn Williams (USMC) – RV Treasurer

Megan Coe (USMC)

Sean Brown (USMC) – Former Rebel Vet President

Bruno Moya (USMC) – SVA Leadership Mentor

2022

Kesha Westbrooks (USN) - Rebel Vet Women’s Liaison

Jen Martinez (USMC, USN Res) - Former RV President

2023

Jace Achiu (USA) 

Luis Lucido (USANG)

Tzitlalli Rivero (USN)

2024 - Could be you!



Nevada  Legi s la t ive  Bi l l s
AB 76 – In-state tuition for veterans and military family members

SB 58 – Student Veteran added to NV Veteran Services 
Commission  

AB 24 – Fry Scholarship / Out-of-State Tuition Waiver 

SB 457 (Sen Parks) – Military Transfer Credit 

AB 427 – Purple Heart Bill 

AB 165 – Removes 5-year cut off for using benefits

AB 279 – Tuition waiver for dependents of Purple Heart 
recipients

Successful with the Support of UNLV Government Affairs and CSUN 

Rebel Vets to Carson City 
(Mar 2017-2018)

Rebel Vets to Washington DC (2015-2019)

Reuben D’Silva State Assemblyman District 28



Rebel Vet Swag

Branch Pins

Branch T-shirts with Rebel vet Creed

Graduation Coin / red-white-blue cord

RV Leader books / EPIC Coffee Mug

SVA Rebel Vet Leader polo

SVA Leader graduation stole

Graduation Coins

EPIC Shit Coins



Branch T-shirts



SVA Recognition of the UNLV Rebel Vets

Student Veterans of America (SVA) National Conferences (out of 1500 chapters) 
2017 - Ross Bryant, Retired Army – SVA National Chapter Advisor of the Year 

2018 - UNLV Rebel Vets SVA Chapter – a Top 5 SVA ‘Chapter of the Year’ Finisher

2028 - Randy Dexter, Rebel Vet President – a Top 10 ‘SVA National Leaders’ Finisher

2019 - Alex Sawin, Air Force Veteran/Rebel Vet President – National Student 

Veteran of the Year

2019 - UNLV Rebel Vets, SVA Chapter – a Top 5 SVA ‘Chapter of the Year’ Finisher

2020 - Andrew Ho, Air Force Veteran/Rebel Vet President - National Student Veteran 

of the Year

2022 - Jen Martinez, USMC Veteran – Student Veteran of the Year Nominee



VFW Post #12101

Rebel Vet Community Partners
VFW Post #12101

Veterans of Foreign Wars (Post #12101) 

Provides $2,000 each year to the UNLV Emergency 
Fund – to assist veterans with emergency funds in 
case VA payments are delayed. 

Funded $2,000 for our new RV Graduation coins

Provides $500 as cash awards for the UNLV Veteran 
Research Symposium each year. 

Funded a life-time membership to combat qualified 
Rebel Vet President ($450) (3x times)

Funded 50% life-time membership to combat 
qualified Rebel Vets (9x times) 

Provides $1,000 for OBB Operational expenses

VFW/Sportclips Scholarship provided $28,000 in 
funding to Rebel Vets at UNLV. 



Rebel Vet Alumni Club
Working with UNLV 
Alumni

We established a Rebel 
Vet Alumni Club



UNLV’s SVA Chapter 
Rebel Vets  

SVA NATCON 2023

CSUN funding of $10,000 to take 10-15 veterans to NATCON annually



Share Village
Food Pantry Suport



SNVCC –
Wreaths Across America



SNVCC Veteran 
Hiring Fair at UNLV



UNLV Athletics 
honor a “Rebel Vet” 



Veteran Social Club





SNVCC 
Operation Battle Born 2026

60 miles  in two days





Current  Retention Rate  – 73%
Graduation rate  – 65%

Since 2012
5 ,217  Graduates  
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